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Honorable Hugh Scott 
Minority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Scott: 

1 share the concern of the President over the proposed 
publication of material in a report on the subject of assassinations . 
which has been prepared by the Senate Select Committee to Study 
Governmental Operations With Respect to Intelligence Activities'. 

1 must also register my deepest concern and opposition to 
publishing the names and identification of all individuals alleged to 
be involved because of possible impairment of foreign intelligence 
capabilities but more importantly it would unnecessarily endanger 
lives. 

It is my firm belief that publication of such detail is neither 
in the best interests of our country nor necessary to achieve the 
objectives established by the Senate for the Senate Select Committee, 
which, it is believed could be substantially and possibly fully, 
accomplished by reporting conclusions and recommendations for 
further legislation or other Governmental action, not details. If 
there is any justification at all for publishing names and identifications 
of individuals alleged to be involved, it surely is limited to those who 
may have been elected officials or appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, and does not extend to 
subo rdinate personnel . 
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Thinking of my statutory responsibilities, and of my 
responsibility to the Nation and my successor in office, J. implore 
you to seek a wise and responsible resolution of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

fSXQiiijj 

W. E. Colby 
Director 


Distribution: 

Original - Addressee 
1 - DCI 
1 - DDCI 
1 - ER 
1 - DDO 

1 - Jack Marsh, White House 
1 - .Bill Kendall, White House 
clA OLC 
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Honorable Mike Mansfield, Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Mansfield: 

I share the concern of the President over the proposed 
publication of material in a report on the subject of assassinations 
which has been prepared by the Senate Select Committee to Study 
Governmental Operations With Respect to Intelligence Activities* 

I must also register my deepest concern and opposition 
to publishing the names and identification of all individuals 
alleged to be involved because of possible impairment of foreign 
intelligence capabilities but more importantly because it would 
unnecessarily endanger lives. 

It is my firm belief that publication of such detail is neither 
in the best interests of our country nor no cess jury to achieve the 
objectives established by the Senate for the Senate Select Committee, 
which, it is believed could be substantially and possibly fully 
accomplished by reporting conclusions and recommendations for 
further legislation or other Governmental action, not details. If 
there is any justification at all for publishing names and identifications 
of individuals alleged to be involved, it surely is limited to those who 
may have been elected officials or appointed by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and does not extend to 
s ub o r d i n a. t e p e r s o n n c: 1 . 

Thinking of my statutory responsibilities, and of my responsibility 
to the Nation and my successor in office, I implore you to seek a wise 
and responsible resolution of this matter. 


.Sincerely, 




W. L. Colby 
Director 
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